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2017-2018 Highland West Junior High Summer Reading Requirement 

 8th Grade  

Dear Panther Parents and Students,  

We are very excited to begin an educationally enriched 8th grade year with you. In our effort to increase critical thinking 

skills, Highland West Junior High is continuing the implementation of our summer reading requirement. Students 

enrolled in 8th Grade Language Arts should choose one of the following books to read critically over the summer break. 

We encourage parents to be involved in this choice as some of the selections are for more mature readers. Students will 

need to complete the summer reading book report and bring it on the first day of 8th grade. Books may be borrowed 

from the public library at no cost to families, or purchased from book stores such as Half Priced books, Barnes and 

Noble, or any on-line book store. Students may read individually or with a family member.  

Choose one book from below. 

Drums, Girls, + Dangerous Pie 
 by Jordan Sonnenblick  
 

The Great Greene Heist 
 by Varian Johnson 
 

My Life as a Gamer  
by Janet Tashjian 
 

One Crazy Summer  
by Rita Williams-Garcia 

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud 
Pedersen and the Churchill Club 
 by Phillip Hoose 
 

Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and 
the Secret History of the Vietnam War 
by Steve Sheinkin 
 

Circus Mirandus 
 by Cassie Beasley 

The War That Saved My Life  
by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 

Return to Sender 
by Julia Alvarez  
 
 

Orbiting Jupiter  
by Gary D. Schmidt 

The Dead Girls of Hysteria Hall  
by Katie Alender 

The Boy in the Black Suit  
by Jason Reynolds 

Roller Girl  
by Victoria Jamieson  
 

Blackbird Fly  
by Erin Entrada Kelly  
 

This Monstrous Thing  
by Mackenzi Lee 

A Step Toward Falling  
by Cammie McGovern 

The Sacred Lies of Minnow Bly 
 by Stephanie Oakes 

Shadowshaper  
by Daniel José Older 

The Seventh Most Important Thing 
by Shelley Pearsall 

I Am Princess X 
by Cherie Priest 

 

Honor Code: 
When a student signs her/his name to any assignment, s/he is stating that the assignment is hers/his 
alone and that s/he has neither sought nor accepted help, other than that explicitly permitted by the 
teacher. A student may never copy anyone’s work or have anyone dictate any part of the assignment to 
her/him. Furthermore, when a student discusses an assignment in class, gives an oral presentation, or 
writes an essay, s/he implicitly states that s/he has read the work(s) s/he discusses or writes about. 
Plagiarism of any type will result in a grade of zero for the assignment and notification to the sponsors of 
any clubs/organizations to which the student belongs.  
 
I understand and agree to do my best to meet the expectations for the Summer Reading Assignment and 
to abide by the honor code.  
*Student Signature _____________________________*Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________ 
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Name______________________________________________ Date_______________ 
8th Grade Language Arts: Summer Reading Book Report 

Book Title: _________________________________________________________________________ 
Author: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Setting: Give a vivid description of the time and place of this book. Use complete sentences. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 

2. Exposition: Explain in detail the events and the characters that set the story in motion.  

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Climax: Explain in detail the climax or most exciting moment in the story.  

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Resolution: Explain in detail how the author reveals the final outcome of the conflict and explains 

the unknown elements in the novel. 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

5. Theme: What is the lesson or moral of the story? This should be an idea that the author is trying 
to teach the reader.  

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

6. Text Comparison:  How is a character in your book similar or different to a character in another 
book, movie, or someone you know? Explain in detail how the two characters are similar and/or how 
they are different. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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7.  Character: Choose a character and explain how the character changes throughout the story. What 
causes the change? What lesson does the character learn? 

______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

8.  Conflict: What is one conflict in the story? How was the conflict resolved? What might have  
happened if the conflict was not resolved? 

______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  Opinion: If you had to persuade someone else to read this book, what would you say? Without 

revealing the end, write enough about this book to make someone else want to read it. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. Choose three quotes from the novel that are meaningful to you. Copy the quotes and page 

numbers below. Then explain why the quotes are meaningful to you.  Each response should be 3-5 
sentences long and reflect a personal connection between you and the text. 

Quote and Page Number Your Response 

  

  

  

 


